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The data presented here are the 
most recent that are publicly available.  
 
Many represent long –run trends 
that do not change much over time, 
like population shares.

Y o u t h  i n  C a n a d a :  A  P r o f i l e
I s s u e  0 1

0 2

How young is Canada?
At just a little above the OECD (Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development) average for
15 to 29 year olds which is 18.8% of total population,
Canada is amongst the younger OECD countries.

Youth, 15-29 year olds as a percentage of total population. Canada and other
OECD countries in 2018.

Rank     Country  Percentage
share of 15 to 29

year olds

Source: OECD databases
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Rank     Country  
% of 15-29 Olds in
Post-Secondary

Education (All Types)

Source: OECD databases

Canada’s performance with respect to youth education compared
to other OECD countries.

How did Canada fare with educating and employing
youth compared to other OECD countries before the
pandemic?

Canada has a lower-than-average
share of her 15-29 year olds in post-
secondary education compared to
other OECD countries.  The average
rate is 47%; Canada has a share that
is 4 percentage points lower than
average.  Moreover, Canada lies at
the 27th position out of 35 OECD
countries. 2019 Figures.   These
Post-Secondary Education (PSE)
categories include the International
Standard Classification of
Education (ISCED) groups:

a) Upper Secondary Education
(Advanced Placement Education
Bridge for College/University
Education)

b) Non-Tertiary Education          
 (Programs for direct labour market
access)

c) Tertiary Education 
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Canada’s performance with respect to Youth Employment Compared to other
OECD countries

With respect to youth employment,
Canada is amongst the better off
countries, ranking 7th out of 35.  
 The average for OECD countries 
is  53%-Canada lies 10 points higher 
than average amongst the 35 OECD
countries

2019 Figures
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What type of post-secondary education are
Canadian youth in?

The 84% includes 15-19-year-olds who are in higher secondary education 
(high school). 

The core PSE acquisition age for Canadian youth is between ages 20 to 24. We
also see that university degree programs are preferred over college.  Although
apprenticeships remain remarkably low they appear to be more prevalent
with highest youth age bracket:  25-29 year olds.  

The 84% share for 15-19 year olds indicate that there is not only the completion
of higher secondary education by the age of 19, but that there is attrition as
well. High school drop-out rates go from 2.1% between 15 and 16 year olds
(grade 10 to 11) to 18% between 16 to 17 year olds (grades 11 to 12).   These are the
youth who do not complete high school or higher secondary education.

College vs. University?

Source: Post-Secondary Student Information System, Statistics Canada
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How has demand for post-secondary
education changed amongst Canadian youth?
Annual Entry into Post-Secondary Educational Institutions 
by 15-29-year-old Canadians

Source: 
Post-Secondary Student
Information System,
Statistics Canada

Entry into university undergraduate programs holds steady, while entry into
colleges and training institute programs have been trending upwards. Every
year, around 180,000 15-24 year olds enter university degree programs. 

In 2011-12 University entry was 10 times that of entry into Career/Technical or
Professional Training Certification programs. By 2016-17, entry into
undergraduate degree programs fell to 4 times the entry into colleges and
training institutes.

0 6
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Source: Post-Secondary Student Information System, Statistics Canada

The presence of International students in career colleges and institutes has
significantly increased over 2011 to 2017 relative to university enrollments.

Canada’s colleges and institutes are increasingly seen as an education
destination for overseas youth.

International Students Entering into Post-Secondary Institutions in Canada



How many Canadian youth finish post-secondary
education?
Changes to Educational Attainment of 15 to 29 year olds in Canada by type of
Post-Secondary Education Categories in percentage shares

The graduation rates of 15-29 year olds in Canada have increased since 2007 
in short-cycle tertiary education geared towards vocational training, while
university graduation rates fell since 2007. Notably, bridge programs that
prepared youth specifically for labour market entry appear to be subsumed
into college & vocational training programs since 2007.

Source: Post-Secondary Student Information System, Statistics Canada
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What are the most popular areas of study for 
Canadian youth?
Contrasting Graduation by Field of Study in Short-Cycle PSE’s and Universities for
20 to 24 year olds. Short-cycle tertiary

education % graduates
Bachelors or equivalent

 % graduates
2007 2017 2007 2017
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Business, management and public administration programs are the most popular 
in both short-cycle (college & institution provided diplomas) and university
undergraduate programs in 2017. There appears to have been a move away 
from social and behavioural sciences and humanities in terms of fields of 
attainment and a move towards business, management and public administration
fields between 2007 and 2017.

Source: Post-Secondary Student Information System, Statistics Canada 
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Except for the fifth largest youth employer in Business, building and other
support services, the largest youth employing industries in 2019 were the
largest employers over the past 20 years.   Significantly, a majority of the
accommodation and food services employees are youth!  The decline in
manufacturing employment is notable.

Source: Labour Force Survey, Seasonally adjusted, Statistics Canada

What are the largest employing industries 
for youth?
The largest Youth Employing industries (15-29 years) in 2019 in terms of
percentage of industry employment and over time.

NAICS 2 – DIgit IndustriesRank
2019 201920102000


